
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ἀριθµ. Πρωτ.: 1923/Φ.Ι.Σ. 

ΜΑΚΑΡΙΟΣ 
ἐλέῳ Θεοῦ Ἀρχιεπίσκοπος τῆς Ἁγιωτάτης Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Αὐστραλίας, ὑπέρτιµος 
καί Ἐξαρχος πάσης Ὠκεανίας, τοῖς Θεοφιλεστάτοις Χωρεπισκόποις καί 
Ἐπισκόποις, τῷ εὐαγεῖ κλήρῳ, ταῖς µοναστικαῖς ἀδελφότησι, τοῖς Προέδροις τῶν 
ἐντίµων Ἐκκλησιαστικῶν Συµβουλίων καί Φιλοπτώχων Ἀδελφοτήτων, τοῖς 
διδάσκουσι καί τοῖς διδασκοµένοις ἐν τοῖς Σχολείοις, τοῖς ἐργαζοµένοις ἐν τοῖς 
φιλανθρωπικοῖς καθιδρύµασι καί παντί τῷ χριστεπωνύµῳ πληρώµατι τῆς ἐν 
Αὐστραλίᾳ Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλησίας, χάρις εἴη καί εἰρήνη παρά τοῦ Σωτῆρος 
Χριστοῦ. 

  
 Τιµιώτατοι Ἀδελφοί συνεπίσκοποι καί ἀγαπητά µου παιδιά, 

 Κατά τή Συνοδική Συνεδρία τῆς 24ης καί 25ης τοῦ περασµένου Ἀπριλίου, 
ὅπως ἔχετε ἤδη πληροφορηθεῖ καί ἀπό τό σχετικό Δελτίο Τύπου, ἐξετάστηκε 
ἐπισταµένως ἀπό τήν Ἱερά Ἐπαρχιακή Σύνοδο ἡ µετάφραση τοῦ Νέου 
Συντάγµατος τῆς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς µας στήν ἀγγλική γλῶσσα καί τό τελικό 
κείµενο ἀπεστάλη πρός τό Οἰκουµενικό Πατριαρχεῖο γιά ἔγκριση ἀπό τήν Ἁγία 
καί Ἱερά Σύνοδο. Ἐχθές, 10η Ἰουνίου ἐ.ἔ. λάβαµε ἀπό τόν Παναγιώτατο τήν 
ἐπικύρωση καί τῆς ἀγγλικῆς µεταφράσεως, τήν ὁποία µαζί µέ τό πρωτότυπο 
ἑλληνικό κείµενο εὑρίσκοµαι στήν εὐχάριστη θέση νά σᾶς κοινοποιήσω, 
ἐντελλόµενος τήν πιστή τήρηση τῶν διατάξεών του. Μέ τόν τρόπο αὐτό 
ὁλοκληρώθηκε, ὁ ἱστορικός κύκλος τῆς θεσπίσεως τοῦ θεµελιώδους αὐτοῦ 
καταστατικοῦ κειµένου, τό ὁποῖο ἀποτελεῖ τοµή στά ἐκκλησιαστικά πράγµατα 
τῆς Πέµπτης Ἠπείρου καί ἀδιαµφισβήτητα προσδιορίζει τό µέλλον τῆς Τοπικῆς 
µας Ἐκκλησίας γιά τά ἑπόµενα χρόνια.  

 Ὅπως προβλέπει τό ἴδιο τό Σύνταγµα, τόσο τό ἑλληνικό πρωτότυπο, ὅσο 
καί ἡ ἀγγλική µετάφραση εἶναι ἱσόκυρα κείµενα ἀλλά σίγουρα ἡ µετάφραση στήν 
ἀγγλική γλῶσσα θά διευκολύνει ἀρκετά στήν κατανόηση τοῦ περιεχοµένου ἀπό 
τά ἀγγλόφωνα µέλη τοῦ ποιµνίµου µας καί κυρίως ἀπό τίς Ὁµοσπονδιακές καί 
Πολιτειακές Ἀρχές τῆς χώρας πού ζοῦµε. Ἡ µετάφραση ὑπῆρξε καρπός ἐντατικῆς 
προσπάθειας καί µεθοδικῆς ἐπιστηµονικῆς ἐργασίας ὑπό εἰδικῆς Συνοδικῆς 



Ἐπιτροπῆς, προεδρευοµένης ὑπό τοῦ Θεοφιλεστάτου Ἐπισκόπου Ἀδελαΐδος 
κυρίου Σιλουανοῦ. Ἐκφράζω γιά µία ἀκόµη φορά τόσο πρός τόν Θεοφιλέστατο 
Πρόεδρο τῆς Ἐπιτροπῆς ὅσο καί πρός τά λοιπά µέλη τήν εὐγνωµοσύνη καί τήν 
εὐχαριστία µου, διότι τό ἀποτέλεσµα, ἀπό πάσης ἀπόψεως, εἶναι ἄρτιο καί ἐξίσου 
ἄριστο µέ τό πρωτότυπο.  

Ἐπιθυµῶ, ἐπίσης, ἐκ µέρους τῶν µελῶν τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἐπαρχιακῆς Συνόδου, τῶν 
λοιπῶν Θεοφιλεστάτων Ἐπισκόπων, τοῦ ἱεροῦ Κλήρου καί ὅλου τοῦ πληρώµατος 
τῆς καθ᾽ ἡµᾶς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Αὐστραλίας νά καταθέσω τήν καρδιακή µου 
εὐγνωµοσύνη καί τήν βαθύτατη εὐχαριστία µου πρός τόν Πᾳναγιώτατο 
Οἰκουµενικό Πατριάρχη κ.κ. Βαρθολοµαῖο, διότι ἡ ὁλοκλήρωση τῆς διαδικασίας 
τῆς ἐγκρίσεως τοῦ Συντάγµατος κατέστη δυνατή χάρη στή δική του 
ἀποφασιστικότητα, στήν ὀξυδέρκεια ἀλλά καί στήν εὐρύχωρη καρδία του, πού 
γνωρίζει µόνο νά εὐεργετεῖ, νά συνδράµει καί νά συµπαρίσταται. 

Ἡ καλύτερη ἀπόδειξη τῆς εὐχαριστίας καί τῆς εὐγνωµοσύνης µας πρός τόν 
Παναγιώτατο καί πρός τό Οἰκουµενικό µας Πατριάρχειο θά εἶναι ἡ πιστότητά µας 
στό νέο Σύνταγµα, ἡ ἑνότητα ἐντός τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς, ἡ ὁµόνοια, ἡ 
συνεργασία καί ἡ ὑπέρβαση τῶν προβληµάτων, τῶν διαιρέσεων καί τῶν 
δυσκολιῶν τοῦ παρελθόντος, πού ὅλους µᾶς ταλαιπώρησαν, µᾶς πίκραναν καί 
ἔθεσαν ἐµπόδια, τά ὁποῖα, µέ τή βοήθεια τοῦ Θεοῦ, ξεπερνοῦµε καί πορευόµαστε 
στή δεύτερη ἑκατονταετία τῆς Τοπικῆς µας Ἐκκλησία µέ αἰσιοδοξία καί νέες πιό 
εὐοίωνες προοπτικες σ᾽ ἕναν κόσµο πού ἀλλάζει ραδγαία καί δραµατικά. 

Ἀκριβῶς, αὐτήν τή νέα προοπτική τῆς ἑνότητος καί τῆς συµπορεύσεως 
ἔρχεται νά ὑπηρετήσει τό νέο Σύνταγµα, τό ὁποῖο ἀντικατέστησε τό προηγούµενο 
τοῦ ἔτους 1959, πεπαλαιωµένο πλέον καί ξεπερασµένο ἀπό τήν ἐποχή καί τίς 
σύγχρονες ἀνάγκες τῆς Ἐκκλησίας. Ἡ πλεόν θεµελιώδης καί ρηξικέλευθη τοµή 
πού εἰσήγαγε τό σύγχρονο αὐτό Σύνταγµα ὑπῆρξε ἡ ἵδρυση τῶν Ἐπισκοπῶν 
Καµπέρας, Μελβούρνης, Πέρθης, Ἀδελαΐδος, Βρισβάνης καί Χώρας καί ἡ 
συνακόλουθη σύσταση τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἐπαρχιακῆς Συνόδου. Δέν πρόκειται γιά µιά 
ἁπλή ἀλλαγή στή διοικητική δοµή καί διάρθρωση τῆς Ἐκκλησίας µας ἀλλά γιά 
µιά βαθύτερη καί οὐσιαστική στροφή πρός τήν κανονικότητα καί τήν 
ἐκκλησιαστικότητα. Πλεόν, οἱ ἀποφάσεις γιά τά µείζονα ζητήµατα τῆς Ἱερᾶς 
Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Αὐστραλίας δέν εἶναι ὑπόθεση µόνον τοῦ Ἀρχιεπισκόπου, ἀλλά 
λαµβάνονται συνοδικῶς, δηλαδή ἁγιοπνευµατικῶς, µετά ἀπό πολλή µελέτη καί 
διεξοδική πραγµάτευση ἀπό ὅλους τούς Ἐπισκόπους, οἱ ὁποῖοι µεταφέρουν στό 
Ἱερό Σῶµα τόν παλµό καί τή γνώµη τοῦ κλήρου καί τοῦ λαοῦ τῆς κάθε Ἐπισκοπῆς. 
Ὅλες οἱ διατάξεις δέ τοῦ Συντάγµατος βασίζονται στούς Ἱερούς Κανόνες τῶν 
Ἁγίων Οἰκουµενικῶν καί Τοπικῶν Συνόδων.  



Μέ τίς παραπάνω πατρικές µου σκέψεις γιά µία ἀκόµη φορά ἀναπέµπω 
δοξολογία καί αἶνο πρός τό Παράκλητο Πνεῦµα, τοῦ Ὁποίου τή δροσίζουσα 
φλόγα ἡ Ἱερά Ἀρχιεπισκοπή Αὐστραλίας µεταλαµβάνει συνεχῶς, σᾶς καλῶ 
ὅλους σέ εὐχαριστήριο προσευχή πρός τόν Κύριο µας γιά τίς πολλές Του 
εὐεργεσίες καί σέ ἱκετήριο δέηση ὑπέρ ὑγείας καί µακροηµερεύσεως τοῦ 
Παναγιωτάτου Οἰκουµενικοῦ ἡµῶν Πατριάρχου κ. κ. Βαρθολοµαίου, τοῦ ὁποίου 
σήµερα ἑορτάζουµε τά ὀνοµαστήρια. 

 
Ἐν Σύδνεϋ, τῇ 11ῃ Ἰουνίου 2025, 

Ὁ Ἀρχιεπίσκοπος  
  

 
† Ὁ Αὐστραλίας Μακάριος,  

Πρόεδρος τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἐπαρχιακῆς Συνόδου 
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ιδ΄. Ἀποφαίνεται περί τῶν ὑποθέσεων τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Αὐστρα-

λίας περί τῶν ὁποίων δέν ὑπάρχει πρόνοια ἐν τῷ παρόντι Συντάγματι. 

ιε΄. Ἀπευθύνεται, διά τοῦ Ἀρχιεπισκόπου, πρός τόν Οἰκουμενικόν Πατριάρ-

χην καί τήν περί αὐτόν Ἁγίαν καί Ἱεράν Σύνοδον διά τήν ἀντιμετώπισιν 

μειζόνων ἐκκλησιαστικῶν ὑποθέσεων καί διά τήν αὐθεντικήν ἑρμη-

νείαν τῶν διατάξεων τοῦ παρόντος Συντάγματος.   

2. Ἡ Ἱερά Ἐπαρχιακή Σύνοδος, καταρτίζει διά ψηφοφορίας ἐκ τοῦ καταλόγου 

τῶν πρός ἀρχιερατείαν ἐκλογίμων, τό τριπρόσωπον διά τήν ἐκλογήν τῶν 

Χωρεπισκόπων καί τῶν βοηθῶν Ἐπισκόπων κατά τά εἰδικώτερον ἀναφερό-

μενα ἐν τῷ παρόντι Συντάγματι. 

3. Ἡ Ἱερά Ἐπαρχιακή Σύνοδος λειτουργεῖ ὡς ἐκκλησιαστικόν δικαστήριον, 

κατά τά εἰδικώτερον ἀναφερόμενα ἐν τῷ παρόντι Συντάγματι. 

4.  Ἡ Ἱερά Ἐπαρχιακή Σύνοδος κατά τήν τακτικήν συνεδρίαν τοῦ Ὀκτωβρίου, 

μελετᾷ καί ἀποφαίνεται περί τῶν ἐτησίων ἐκθέσεων, αἱ ὁποῖαι ὑποβάλλο-

νται ὑπό τῶν Χωρεπισκόπων εἰς τόν Ἀρχιεπίσκοπον, περί τῶν πεπραγμέ-

νων καί τῆς ἐκκλησιαστικῆς καταστάσεως τῶν κατά τόπους Ἐπισκοπῶν, 

δυναμένη νά προτείνῃ ἤ ὑποδείξῃ αὐτοῖς τά δέοντα.  

 

ΑΡΘΡΟΝ 5 

Κατάλογος τῶν πρός ἀρχιερατείαν ἐκλογίμων 

 

1. Ἡ Ἱερά Ἐπαρχιακή Σύνοδος καταρτίζει τόν κατάλογον τῶν πρός ἀρχιερα-

τείαν ἐκλογίμων κατά τήν τακτικήν συνεδρίαν αὐτῆς τοῦ μηνός Ὀκτωβρίου 

καί ἀναθεωρεῖ αὐτόν ὁσάκις παραστῇ ἀνάγκη.  

2. Διά τήν ἐγγραφήν ἀγάμου τινός κληρικοῦ εἰς τόν κατάλογον τῶν πρός 

ἀρχιερατείαν ἐκλογίμων τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Αὐστραλίας ἀπαιτοῦν-

ται τά κάτωθι: 

α΄. Νά ἔχῃ ὀρθῶς καί ὑγιῶς περί τήν ὀρθόδοξον πίστιν. 

β΄. Νά ἔχῃ ὀρθόν ἐκκλησιολογικόν φρόνημα καί ἐγνωσμένην ἀφοσίωσιν 

εἰς τό Οἰκουμενικόν Πατριαρχεῖον. 

γ΄. Νά ἔχῃ πνευματικήν ὡριμότητα καί κατάλληλον θεολογικήν μόρφω-

σιν. 

δ΄. Νά ἔχῃ συμπεμπληρωμένον τό τριακοστόν πέμπτον (35) ἔτος τῆς ἡλι-

κίας αὐτοῦ. 

ε΄. Νά ἔχῃ δεκαετῆ εὐδόκιμον ἐκκλησιαστικήν διακονίαν ἤ πενταετῆ δια-

κονίαν εἰς διοικητικήν θέσιν τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Αὐστραλίας. 

ς΄. Νά κέκτηται πτυχίου ἀνεγνωρισμένης Θεολογικῆς Πανεπιστημιακῆς 

Σχολῆς. 

ζ΄. Νά κατέχῃ τήν Ἑλληνικήν καί Ἀγγλικήν γλῶσσαν. 

3. Ἡ ἐγγραφή εἰς τόν κατάλογον γίνεται δι’ ἀποφάσεως τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἐπαρχια-

κῆς Συνόδου, κατόπιν προτάσεως τοῦ Ἀρχιεπισκόπου ἤ τινός τῶν μελῶν 

αὐτῆς, συνωδᾷ εἰδικοῦ Κανονισμοῦ, ἐγκεκριμένου ὑπό τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἐπαρχια-

κῆς Συνόδου. 
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Protocol No. 589 
 
 

CONSTITUTION 
OF THE HOLY ARCHDIOCESE OF AUSTRALIA 

UNDER THE CANONICAL JURISDICTION 
OF THE ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE 

 
I. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 
ARTICLE 1 

Holy Archdiocese of Australia 
1. The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia was established in 1924 by a 

Patriarchal and Synodal Tome of the Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate as the “Holy Metropolis of Australia”. In 1947, it was renamed the 
“Holy Metropolis of Australia and New Zealand,” and in 1959 it was elevated 
to the status of Archdiocese. 

2. The Holy Archdiocese of Australia is an ecclesiastical eparchy, canonically 
subject to the Most Holy Apostolic Patriarchal Ecumenical Throne. 

3. Faithfully preserving the Holy Scriptures and sacred Tradition, the Holy 
Archdiocese of Australia is governed in accordance with the divine and sacred 
Canons ratified by the Holy Ecumenical Councils; the enduring canonical 
practice and sacred Tradition, especially as expressed in the decisions of the 
Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate; as well as the 
provisions of this canonically ratified Constitution and the regulations issued 
pursuant to it. 

4. Members of the Holy Archdiocese of Australia are the Orthodox Christians, 
who have either been baptised canonically or who have been incorporated into 
its body by any canonical means, irrespective of ethnic origin. 

 
ARTICLE 2 

Composition of the Holy Archdiocese 
1. The Holy Archdiocese of Australia, with its seat in Sydney, extends 

geographically over the whole continent of Australia, as well as over the 
territories of Oceania, including Australasia, Micronesia and Polynesia. 

2. The Holy Archdiocese of Australia is a legal entity, recognised by the 
Commonwealth and State authorities in the person of the Archbishop 
(“corporation sole”). It is administered by its ecclesiastical instruments, namely 
the Archbishop, the Holy Eparchial Synod and the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of Australia Consolidated Trust Act 1994 No 65, in accordance 
with the relevant civil legislation. 

3. For the effective administration of the Holy Archdiocese of Australia and for 
the pastoral care of the Orthodox flock, it is structured into Regional Dioceses 
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wherein Regional Bishops serve as Vicar-Generals of the Archbishop, whose 
canonical rights, as the sole shepherd over the entirety of his ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction, remain fully preserved. 

4. The Holy Dioceses, not including the direct Archiepiscopal District of Sydney, 
are as follows: 

i. The Holy Diocese of Canberra, with its seat in Canberra. 
ii. The Holy Diocese of Melbourne, with its seat in Melbourne. 

iii. The Holy Diocese of Perth, with its seat in Perth. 
iv. The Holy Diocese of Adelaide, with its seat in Adelaide. 
v. The Holy Diocese of Brisbane, with its seat in Brisbane. 

vi. The Holy Diocese of Chora, with its seat in Northcote. 
5. The boundaries of each Diocese are recorded in the Appendix to this 

Constitution. Any change in the number or the geographical boundaries, and 
the seat of the Dioceses, is made following the recommendation of the Holy 
Eparchial Synod, and submi`ed to the Ecumenical Patriarchate for 
consideration and approval. 

6. The Archbishop commemorates the name of the Ecumenical Patriarch in the 
Divine Liturgy, and the Bishops commemorate the name of the Archbishop. 
When the Archiepiscopal Throne is vacant, the Ecumenical Patriarch is 
commemorated. 

7. The seal of the Holy Archdiocese of Australia bears in the outer circle 
“Οἰκουµενικόν Πατριαρχεῖον – Ecumenical Patriarchate,” and in the inner 
circle, “Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia.” In the centre, it bears the 
emblem of the Archdiocese. 

8. The seal of the Holy Eparchial Synod bears in the outer circle “Οἰκουµενικόν 
Πατριαρχεῖον – Ecumenical Patriarchate,” and in the inner circle, “Ἱερά 
Ἐπαρχιακή Σύνοδος Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Αὐστραλίας - Holy Eparchial Synod of 
the Archdiocese of Australia.” In the centre, it bears the emblem of the 
Archdiocese. 

9. The seal of each Diocese bears in the outer circle “Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of Australia” and in the inner circle “Diocese of....” In the centre, it bears the 
emblem of the Archdiocese. 

 
II. THE HOLY EPARCHIAL SYNOD 

 
ARTICLE 3 

Functioning of the Holy Eparchial Synod 
1. The Holy Eparchial Synod (‘Synod’), which adheres unwaveringly to the 

canonical rights of the Ecumenical Throne, is the supreme ecclesiastical body 
for the administration of the Holy Archdiocese of Australia. It is constituted by 
its President, namely, the Archbishop of Australia, and the Regional Bishops of 
the Holy Archdiocese. 
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2. The Synod meets at the seat of the Holy Archdiocese of Australia in Sydney, or 
elsewhere within its jurisdictional boundaries. It is convened by its President, 
based on an agenda prepared by him, ordinarily twice a year: during the period 
of the Pentecostarion and in the month of October. Extraordinary meetings are 
convened by the President whenever deemed necessary for good reason, or 
upon a wri`en request by a majority of the members of the Synod for a specific 
reason. In the la`er case, the President must convene the Synod without delay, 
within fifteen days. 

3. The Synod also convenes in an extraordinary meeting whenever the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate so requests. In this case, the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
may propose items to be included in the agenda. 

4. If the Archbishop is unable to convene or preside over the Synod, it is convened 
and presided over by the Regional Bishop holding seniority of episcopal 
ordination. 

5. The Synod is in quorum as long as the President and at least half of its member 
Bishops are present at its sessions. 

6. The participation of the Regional Bishops in the proceedings of the Synod is 
mandatory, unless there is a serious, compelling reason, concerning which the 
impeded Bishop is obliged to notify the President in writing before the date of 
the convocation. 

7. The Archbishop undertakes initiatives to address urgent ma`ers, informing the 
members of the Synod accordingly at its next session. 

8. The decisions of the Synod are reached by majority vote. In the case of an equal 
number of votes, the opinion of the President of the Synod prevails. 

9. The minutes of the Synod must be signed by the President, all present members 
of the Synod and the Chief Secretary. In the case of disagreement, the dissenting 
Bishop may record his opinion in the minutes. 

10. After each session, the President of the Synod submits a report and the minutes 
to the Ecumenical Patriarch for consideration. 

11. The Synod, upon the recommendation of the Archbishop, appoints its Chief 
Secretary and Deputy Secretary from among the learned unmarried clergy of 
the Holy Archdiocese. Both must possess an excellent command of Greek and 
English. 

12. Ma`ers relating to the functioning of the Synod are governed by internal 
regulations, which are formulated by the Synod itself. 

 
ARTICLE 4 

Competencies of the Synod 
1. The Synod has the following responsibilities and competencies: 

i. To ensure in every way the unity, proper organisation, pastoring, and 
administration of the Church of the Holy Archdiocese, in accordance with 
the Doctrines and the sacred Canons of the Church. 
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ii. To cultivate relations with other churches and confessions, as well as 
religions in Australia. 

iii. To oversee, through its President, relations with Federal and State 
authorities. 

iv. To compile the catalogue of those eligible for election to the episcopal office 
in accordance with the specific provisions of this Constitution. 

v. To examine candidates’ applications for clerical ordination submi`ed 
through the Archbishop and to make decisions on them. 

vi. To appoint the members of the Episcopal Tribunals and the investigators 
(anakritis) as well as their substitutes. 

vii. To approve the establishment of parishes, holy monasteries, ecclesiastical 
organisations and institutions. 

viii. To provide for the sound management of the movable, real and all other 
ecclesiastical property and assets through the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of Australia Consolidated Trust. 

ix. To provide for the spiritual formation, education, strengthening, and the 
perfection of the flock in the faith through all appropriate pastoral and 
educational means, utilising what modern technology has to offer. 

x. To a`end to the convening of the Clergy-Laity Congress, and to decide on 
the location and time of its convocation. 

xi. To decide on the establishment and composition of Synodal Commi`ees, 
and other advisory or consultative bodies, for the effective administration 
and pastoring of the Church, particularly to address extraordinary or 
emergency situations. 

xii. To undertake initiatives for the protection of the natural environment and 
the pastoral response to contemporary challenges arising from scientific 
and technological advancements. 

xiii. To issue Synodal Encyclicals and to draft Regulations and regulatory 
decisions for the institutions and ecclesiastical entities under its jurisdiction. 
The special Regulations stipulated in this Constitution are to be submi`ed 
to the Ecumenical Patriarchate for ratification. 

xiv. To resolve ma`ers concerning the Holy Archdiocese of Australia for which 
there is no provision in this Constitution. 

xv. To address, through the Archbishop, the Ecumenical Patriarch and the Holy 
and Sacred Synod that surrounds him, in order to deal with major 
ecclesiastical issues, and for the authoritative interpretation of the 
provisions of this Constitution. 

2. The Synod compiles, by vote, a triprosopon (a list of three candidates) selected 
from the catalogue of those eligible for election to the episcopacy, for the 
election of Regional Bishops and Assistant Bishops, in accordance with the 
specific provisions set forth in this Constitution. 

3. The Synod functions as an ecclesiastical tribunal, in accordance with the 
specific provisions set forth in this Constitution. 
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4. The Synod, at its regular meeting each October, reviews and decides on the 
annual reports submi`ed by the Regional Bishops to the Archbishop 
concerning the activities and the ecclesiastical state of the local Dioceses. The 
Synod may offer suggestions or make recommendations to the Regional 
Bishops for appropriate action. 

 
ARTICLE 5 

Catalogue of those Eligible for Election to the Episcopacy 
1. The Synod compiles the catalogue of those eligible for election to the 

episcopacy at its regular meeting each October and amends it whenever the 
need arises. 

2. For an unmarried clergyman to be included in the catalogue of those eligible 
for election to the episcopacy of the Holy Archdiocese of Australia, he must 
meet the following requirements: 
a. To have a correct and sound understanding of the Orthodox faith. 
b. To have a correct ecclesiological mindset (phronema) and recognised 

devotion to the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 
c. To have spiritual maturity and an appropriate theological education. 
d. To have completed his thirty-fifth (35) year of age. 
e. To have ten years of productive ecclesiastical ministry, or five years of 

service in an administrative position within the Holy Archdiocese of 
Australia. 

f. To hold a degree from an accredited tertiary Orthodox School of Theology. 
g. To be proficient in Greek and English. 

3. Registration in the catalogue is made by decision of the Synod, pursuant to a 
proposal of the Archbishop, or one of its members, in accordance with special 
Regulations approved by the Synod. 

4. Registration in the catalogue is conducted by vote and requires the consent of 
the Archbishop and two thirds of the members of the Synod present. 

5. Following each revision by the Synod, the catalogue is submi`ed to the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate for approval. 

 
ARTICLE 6 

Synodal CommiRees 
1. Synodal Commi`ees function under the authority and by decision of the 

Synod. These Commi`ees, composed of clergy and laity, have an advisory 
character. 

2. The Synod, at its regular meeting during the period of the Pentecostarion, 
appoints one of its members as President, one of the members of the 
Archdiocesan Council as Vice President, and the other members of each 
Synodal Commi`ee. The members of the Synodal Commi`ees are appointed 
for a one-year term. 
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3. The number and scope of the Synodal Commi`ees may be modified in 
accordance with the provisions of special Regulations approved by the Synod. 

 
III. THE ARCHBISHOP 

 
ARTICLE 7 

Election of the Archbishop 
1. The Archbishop is elected by the Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical 

Patriarchate. 
2. Specifically, upon the vacancy of the Archiepiscopal Throne, the Chancellor of 

the Holy Archdiocese informs, in writing, the Ecumenical Patriarch and the 
Holy Eparchial Synod of the vacancy. 

3. Duties of Patriarchal Vicar are assumed by the Bishop appointed by the 
Ecumenical Patriarch from among the members of the Synod. The Patriarchal 
Vicar assumes responsibility for the administration of the Archdiocese until the 
election of the new Archbishop, without having mandate to make changes 
regarding persons or things. 
a. In the event of a vacancy following the repose of the Archbishop, all the 

members of the Synod meet in an extraordinary session, at the invitation of 
the Patriarchal Vicar, in order to arrange the details of the funeral, notifying 
accordingly the members of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia 
Consolidated Trust, the Archdiocesan Council, the clergy, the laity and the 
civil authorities. 

b. The Patriarchal Vicar and the Chancellor of the Archdiocese are responsible 
for safeguarding the personal belongings and assets of the reposed. 

4. The details related to the enthronement of the Archbishop and his funeral, as 
well as those of the other Bishops of the Holy Archdiocese of Australia, are 
determined by special Regulations approved by the Synod. 

 
ARTICLE 8 

Responsibilities and Competencies of the Archbishop 
1. The Archbishop pastors and ministers to the flock entrusted to his care and, as 

Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, represents the Ecumenical Patriarch and 
the Mother Church throughout the entire Holy Archdiocese of Australia. 

2. The Archbishop is the canonical Shepherd of the Holy Archdiocese of Australia. 
Along with being installed on the Synthronon, he is also commemorated by the 
Bishops and the other clergy in all Holy Mysteries and sacred Services, in 
accordance with the liturgical order of the Eastern Orthodox Church. 

3. More specifically, the Archbishop has the responsibility and competency: 
i. To convene and preside over the Synod. 

ii. To submit to the Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate the 
triprosopon compiled by the Synod from the catalogue of those eligible for 
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the episcopacy, for the purpose of filling the vacant Regional Dioceses or for 
the election of the Assistant Bishops. 

iii. To ordain all the Bishops under his jurisdiction. 
iv. To install, during a liturgical synaxis, along with the Synod, the Regional 

Bishops to their local Regional Dioceses, and to inform, by means of a 
relevant encyclical, the clergy, the laity, the civil authorities within the 
Dioceses, as well as the Ecumenical Patriarchate, through an official report. 

v. To ordain the clergy of the Holy Archdiocese of Australia and to confer 
clerical offices upon them (cheirothesia), or to delegate ordinations and 
conferrals to the Regional Bishops or his Assistant Bishops. 

vi. To appoint and confer the office of abbot of the Holy Monasteries. 
vii. To make the initial appointment of all clergy throughout the Holy 

Archdiocese, and to transfer those serving within the direct Archiepiscopal 
District. He also makes the appointment of clergy transferred between the 
local Dioceses. 

viii. To grant Bishops canonical and lawful leave of absence. To grant the 
canonical and lawful leave of absence to other clergy when travelling 
outside the boundaries of the Holy Archdiocese of Australia. 

ix. To issue the canonical release of clergy. 
x. To decide on applications of clergy from other ecclesiastical jurisdictions to 

be received into the Holy Archdiocese, as well as to receive candidates’ 
applications for clerical ordination, informing the Synod accordingly. 

xi. To appoint a Chancellor who must be an experienced, celibate and educated 
clergyman, delegating to him the appropriate competencies of his office in 
accordance with canonical tradition. 

xii. To erect altars, to consecrate holy churches throughout the Holy 
Archdiocese of Australia, and to sign the sacred antimensions. 

xiii. To convene and preside over the Clergy-Laity Congresses as well as the 
Archdiocesan Council. 

xiv. To convene and preside over the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia 
Consolidated Trust. 

xv. To forward, at his discretion, the correspondence of the Bishops of the 
Archdiocese to the Ecumenical Patriarch. 

xvi. To submit an annual report to the Ecumenical Patriarchate concerning the 
activities and the general ecclesiastical state of the Holy Archdiocese of 
Australia, and to send the annual financial contribution to the Mother 
Church.  

xvii. To be present in person, or through his representative, at events with 
heterodox and other religious organisations. 

xviii. To represent the Holy Archdiocese of Australia before Federal and State 
authorities, collaborating with them in the promotion of ecclesiastical, 
national, social, educational, cultural and broader ma`ers of interest. 
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xix. To preside over the Synodal Tribunal, as detailed further in the provisions 
of this Constitution on the administration of ecclesiastical justice. 

xx. To issue encyclicals to the plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of Australia. 
xxi. To preside at synodal and hierarchical concelebrations. 

xxii. To chair and exercise spiritual supervision over the Administrative Council 
of St Andrew’s Theological College. 

xxiii. To represent the Synod and the Holy Archdiocese in the mass media or 
appoint his representative for this purpose. 

xxiv. To grant canonical permission for the officiating of sacramental mysteries 
and for the catechism of those seeking entry into Orthodoxy. 

xxv. To verify the canonicity of the le`ers of introduction of clergymen 
temporarily residing within the boundaries of the Holy Archdiocese. 

xxvi. To assign a Vicar to the vacant Dioceses. 
xxvii. To act, by applying either exactitude (akribeia) or dispensation (oikonomia), 

in any other case for which there is no explicit provision in the present 
Constitution. 

 
ARTICLE 9 

Resignation or Relieving of the Archbishop 
1. The Archbishop, canonically elected and enthroned, serves for life, except in 

the following cases: 
i. By virtue of his transfer to another throne. 

ii. By reason of chronic ailment or old age preventing him from fulfilling his 
duties without impediment. In this case, he voluntarily tenders his 
resignation to the Ecumenical Patriarch for further action. 

iii. The Archbishop, being demonstrably found unable to fulfill his duties due 
to old age or ailment, is relieved of them by the Holy and Sacred Synod of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 

2. In the event of the Archbishop’s resignation or relief of duties or transfer to an 
eparchy financially unable to bear the cost, the Holy Archdiocese of Australia 
shall continue to pay his full salary, in accordance with the decisions of the 11th 
Clergy-Laity Congress (2013). If he remains in Australia, the Archdiocese 
provides him with a residence as well as all other care necessary for his 
dignified living. 

 
IV. THE BISHOPS 

 
ARTICLE 10 

Election of the Regional Bishops 
1. Upon the vacancy of a Diocese, the hierarch appointed by the Archbishop 

assumes the position of Vicar without having mandate to make changes to 
persons or things in the vacant Diocese. 
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2. In the event that the Archiepiscopal Throne is vacant, the filling of the vacant 
Diocese is postponed until the election and enthronement of the Archbishop. 
The Patriarchal Vicar of the Archiepiscopal Throne, or the Bishop appointed by 
him, fulfils the duties of Vicar. 

3. The Archbishop, upon the vacancy of a Diocese, assumes the responsibility of 
issuing a wri`en statement, within the day, announcing the vacancy to the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, the members of the Holy Eparchial Synod, the 
members of the Consolidated Trust and the Archdiocesan Council, the clergy 
and laity of the vacant Diocese, the local civil authorities, and the entire 
Christian plenitude of the Archdiocese of Australia. 

4. In the event of a vacancy following the repose of a Regional Bishop, the Vicar 
of the Diocese is responsible for safeguarding the personal belongings and 
assets of the reposed. 

5. The Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate elects the Regional 
Bishops based on the triprosopon (the list of three candidates) compiled by the 
Holy Eparchial Synod. 

i. The Archbishop convenes the Holy Eparchial Synod within forty days of 
the vacancy of the Diocese to compile the triprosopon.  

ii. At the meeting of the Synod, each hierarch writes out, on a secret ballot, the 
name of three persons from the catalogue of those eligible for election to the 
Episcopacy that includes the names of the Assistant Bishops. The triprosopon 
is formed by the first three, as determined by the result of the vote. In the 
event of an equal number of votes for the third position, the Archbishop has 
the casting vote. 

iii. Subsequently, the Archbishop submits the triprosopon to the Holy and 
Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, which proceeds to fill the 
vacant Diocese. 

6. The outcome of the election is announced by the Archbishop to the newly 
elected person; this is followed by the rite of the Mega Minima (official 
proclamation and acceptance of the election) at the Seat of the Holy 
Archdiocese of Australia, and the ordination of the elected, if he is not a 
Hierarch. 

7. Announcement of the election and the installation of each Regional Bishop is 
conducted by the Archbishop and the members of the Holy Eparchial Synod. 

8. Each Regional Bishop, before assuming his duties, travels with the Archbishop 
to the Venerable Centre of the Orthodox Church to receive the blessing of the 
Ecumenical Patriarch and the Mother Church. Thereafter, his official 
installation takes place at the seat of the local Diocese through a Divine Liturgy 
celebrated by the Archbishop and the members of the Holy Eparchial Synod. 

 
ARTICLE 11 

Responsibilities and Competencies of the Bishops 
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1. The Regional Bishops and the Assistant Bishops of the Holy Archdiocese of 
Australia are subject to the Archbishop, both canonically and administratively. 

2. Particularly, those serving in the local Dioceses act as Vicars (per Canon 14 of 
the Fourth Ecumenical Council), while the canonical prerogatives of Shepherd 
and eparchial Bishop over the entirety of the jurisdiction of the Holy 
Archdiocese of Australia remain exclusively with the Archbishop. 

3. At the beginning of each ecclesiastical year, every Bishop is required to submit 
a report concerning his activities and overall ministry to the Archbishop. 

4. Every Bishop is obligated to remain within the region of his designated place 
of ministry, unless he is on canonical leave of absence or engaged in a specific 
ecclesiastical mission assigned to him by the Archbishop. 

5. More specifically, with the counsel, instigation, and authorisation of the 
Archbishop, each Regional Bishop within the boundaries of the Diocese in 
which he serves: 

i. Ministers sacrificially to maintain ecclesiastical unity and peace. 
ii. Ordains and confers clerical offices upon clergy. 

iii. Transfers clergy within the boundaries of the Diocese in which he serves. 
iv. Convenes local clerical assemblies (synaxis), conveying to the Archbishop 

the invitation and topics to be discussed; should decisions be made during 
such assemblies, they must be submi`ed to the Archbishop for final review 
and approval. 

v. Exercises judicial authority as President of the Episcopal Tribunal, in 
accordance with the specific provisions of this Constitution. 

vi. Travels regularly within the boundaries of the Diocese in which he serves 
to provide spiritual oversight, especially supervising the clergy to ensure 
the fulfillment of their duties. 

vii. Addresses major pastoral issues that exceed the responsibilities of a parish 
priest. 

viii. Ensures the unhindered and orderly celebration of the Holy Mysteries and 
other sacred rites and services. 

ix. Represents the Archbishop and the Holy Archdiocese before civil and local 
authorities. 

x. Tends to the proper functioning of educational institutions of the Diocese in 
which he serves, as well as the promotion of all cultural initiatives, 
philanthropy and social work. 

xi. Tends to the organisation and efficient operation of the Archdiocesan Office 
at the Diocese in which he serves, as well as to the maintenance of the 
records and the safeguarding of the archives. After consultation with the 
Archbishop and the Office of Finance of the Holy Archdiocese, he appoints 
the appropriate personnel for these purposes. 

xii. Has the responsibility for the sound management of the revenues of the 
churches and ecclesiastical institutions of the local Diocese, as well as all 
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donations, in accordance with special provisions governing the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia Consolidated Trust. 

xiii. Recommends the dismissal of personnel in the Archdiocesan Offices at the 
Diocese in which he serves, in compliance with applicable law. 

xiv. Appoints members of the Ecclesiastical Councils of the parishes / 
communities and of the Philoptochos Societies, notifying the Archbishop of 
such appointments. 

xv. Proposes the establishment of new parishes, submi`ing the relevant 
recommendation to the Archbishop and the Synod for further action. 

xvi. Grants the canonical and lawful leave of absence for clergy travelling within 
the boundaries of the Holy Archdiocese of Australia, as well as for 
ecclesiastical personnel and employees working in the Diocese in which he 
serves. 

 
ARTICLE 12 

Chancellor and Assistant Bishops 
1. In the Holy Archdiocese of Australia, in addition to the Regional Bishops, other 

Bishops are elected to assist in the ministry of the Archbishop, with 
responsibilities and competencies defined by him. 

2. Among the exclusive competencies of the Archbishop is the appointment of the 
Chancellor of the Holy Archdiocese of Australia. The Chancellor, serving as 
Assistant Bishop of the Archbishop and Vicar of the direct Archiepiscopal 
District, assumes responsibilities analogous to those prescribed by this 
Constitution for Regional Bishops serving in local Dioceses. 

3. The Chancellor represents the Archbishop and the Archdiocese before civil 
courts in accordance with Federal and State legislation, and presides over the 
Ecclesiastical Tribunal of the direct Archiepiscopal District. 

4. The election of Assistant Bishops is conducted by the Holy and Sacred Synod 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, based on the triprosopon compiled by the Synod 
from the catalogue of those eligible for the Episcopacy, in accordance with the 
provisions governing the election of Regional Bishops. 

5. Εach Assistant Bishop, before assuming his duties, travels with the Archbishop 
to the Venerable Centre of the Orthodox Church to receive the blessing of the 
Ecumenical Patriarch and the Mother Church. 

 
ARTICLE 13 

Resignation or Relieving of Bishops 
1. A Bishop, canonically ordained and installed by the Archbishop to a specific 

position, remains in office except in the following cases: 
i. By virtue of his transfer to another throne by the Holy and Sacred Synod of 

the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 
ii. By reason of chronic ailment or old age preventing him from fulfilling his 

duties without impediment. In this case, he voluntarily tenders his 



12 
 

resignation to the Archbishop, who refers it to the Synod for further action. 
The Archbishop submits this decision to the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 

iii. By reason of being demonstrably found unable to fulfill his duties, due to 
old age or ailment; he may be relieved of them on the basis of a 
substantiated recommendation of the Archbishop along with the decision 
of two thirds of the present members of the Synod. The Archbishop submits 
this decision to the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 

iv. Due to canonical transgressions adjudicated by the Synod, functioning as a 
Synodal Tribunal in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution. In 
this case, the corresponding file, including a reasoned proposal for the 
dismissal of the Bishop under judgement, is prepared and submi`ed by the 
President to the Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate for 
final judgement and decision. 

2. The Holy Archdiocese of Australia, pursuant to a decision of the Synod, 
assumes the care of retired Bishops in Australia, and determines whether to 
provide them with a monthly financial stipend. 

 
V . COLLECTIVE BODIES 

 
ARTICLE 14 

Clergy-Laity Congress 
1. The Clergy-Laity Congress is a multi-member, mixed collective body of the 

Holy Archdiocese of Australia, tasked with the purpose of assisting in its 
ecclesiastical work. 

2. The Clergy-Laity Congress is convened every four years and is presided over 
by the Archbishop. Ma`ers pertaining to its composition, operation and 
competencies are stipulated in special Regulations approved by the Synod. 

 
ARTICLE 15 

Archdiocesan Council 
1. The Archdiocesan Council is a mixed body that bears the responsibility for 

planning and advancing the work of the Holy Archdiocese of Australia, 
reporting to the Synod. 

2. The Archdiocesan Council is convened and presided over by the Archbishop, 
ordinarily once a year, prior to the convening of the Synod, in the period of the 
Pentecostarion and, extraordinarily, at the discretion of its President or upon a 
wri`en request by one-third of its members. 

3. Ma`ers pertaining to the composition, operation and competencies of the 
Archdiocesan Council are governed by special Regulations approved by the 
Synod. 

 
ARTICLE 16 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia Consolidated Trust 
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The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia Consolidated Trust bears the 
responsibility for the financial planning, management, oversight and overall 
utilisation of the real estate and other assets of the Holy Archdiocese of 
Australia; it operates in accordance with the provisions of the Act of New South 
Wales Parliament No. 65 dated 23 November 1994 as amended from time to 
time. 

 
ARTICLE 17 

Central and Ladies’ Philoptochos 
1. In the Holy Archdiocese, a Central Philoptochos operates, with branches in all 

Dioceses, tasked with caring for the needy, supporting impoverished families, 
assisting those in dire circumstances and those suffering, providing aid to 
students in all levels of education, and generally ministering to any person in a 
state of hardship. 

2. A Ladies’ Philoptochos operates in each parish, with the parish priest 
(proistamenos) as its president. 

3. The Central Philoptochos and its branches operate based on internal 
Regulations approved by the Synod. 

 
VI. HOLY MONASTERIES 

 
ARTICLE 18 

Holy Monasteries, Abbots and Monastic Status 
1. Each monastery shapes its spiritual character in accordance with the monastic 

canons and regulations (typica); it is subject to the supervision and judgement 
of the Archbishop, who “keeps watch over the souls” of the ascetics therein, 
and exercises oversight for any doctrinal, canonical, spiritual and financial 
deviations. 

2. Each monastery regulates its organisation and internal life by drafting and 
adopting internal Regulations, which are approved by the Synod upon the 
recommendation of the Archbishop. 

3. Admission into the monastic brotherhood is allowed provided that the novice 
is at least eighteen years of age; the application being conveyed also to the 
Archbishop. The novitiate lasts at least three years, though it may be reduced 
at the discretion of the abbot. 

4. Monastic status is conferred through monastic tonsure conducted, with the 
canonical permission of the Archbishop, according to the rite prescribed in the 
Euchologion. 

5. To elect an abbot, a monastery must have at least three monks listed in its 
Monastic Register, otherwise the Archbishop designates one. In both cases, the 
official act of appointment is carried out by the Archbishop. 

6. Ma`ers concerning the property of those entering or joining a monastery are 
regulated through their will or by other legal means as stipulated by law. In 
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accordance with the strict observance of the sacred Canons, monks must have 
no possessions. 

7. The monasteries should willingly contribute to the work of the Church, 
aligning themselves with the directives of the Archbishop. They are also to 
refrain from obstructing the ministry of the parishes, or the pastoral and 
administrative work of the local Bishops. 

8. All events organised by the monasteries outside their premises require prior 
authorisation by the Archbishop and the respective Regional Bishops. The same 
applies to the organisation of events held within the monastery that involve 
public participation. 

9. Patriarchal and Stavropegial Monasteries may operate within the boundaries 
of the Holy Archdiocese of Australia. These monasteries are established solely 
by the Ecumenical Patriarch in accordance with his ancient, sacred and 
canonical prerogatives. The present Constitution makes no provision 
concerning these monasteries, as their canonical reference is exclusively to the 
incumbent Ecumenical Patriarch. The present clause is a declarative statement 
and is not constitutive in character. 

 
VII. PARISHES 

 
ARTICLE 19 

Parishes 
1. The parish, manifesting itself in place and time as the body of Christ, especially 

in the Eucharistic gathering, is the spiritual womb of the faithful living within 
it, who are guided to divine perfection by their spiritual fathers, that is to say 
the parish priests appointed by the local hierarch. 

2. The parish, centred around its holy church, constitutes the canonical 
foundation for organising ecclesiastical life. It is established and defined with 
respect to its boundaries, dissolved or merged with a neighbouring parish, 
through the pastoral solicitude of the Archbishop or the local Regional Bishop, 
with the approval of the Synod. 

3. To establish a new parish, at least fifty Orthodox Christians of a given region 
must submit a signed wri`en request outlining their pastoral needs to the 
Archbishop or the respective Regional Bishop. The corresponding file is 
submi`ed by the Archbishop to the Synod, which makes the final decision. 

4. The parish must be in unbroken communion with its superior ecclesiastical 
authority, otherwise the sanctions of the sacred Canons are imposed. 

5. The accession of parishes or communities from another jurisdiction, or other 
non-Orthodox Christian Churches and Confessions, is made upon request to 
the Archbishop who, after deliberating with the Synod, compiles a relevant 
report and refers the case to the Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate for a decision. 
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6. Each parish is to have its own church and associated parish centres for its 
catechetical, pastoral, philanthropic, educational, cultural, and social activities. 

7. The parish is administered by the Ecclesiastical Council, constituted by the 
parish priest (proistamenos), who also bears the responsibility of President, the 
other clergy of the parish, and six lay members (both men and women) 
appointed by the Archbishop or the local Regional Bishops for a term of three 
years. The Synod may, upon the recommendation of the Archbishop or the 
respective Regional Bishops, alter the number of lay members of the 
Ecclesiastical Council or modify the duration of their term in special 
circumstances. The Synod may likewise assign the presidency of the 
Ecclesiastical Council to a lay member of the parish who is proven in the faith. 
Upon their appointment, these members, at the invitation of the President, are 
convened into a body, and elect a secretary and a treasurer from among the lay 
members. 

8. The lay members of the Ecclesiastical Councils, as Orthodox Christians, must 
be known for their ecclesiastical ethos, devotion to the Church, and active 
participation in worship. In addition, they are expected to support the ministry 
of the parish priest, ensure the sound management and the financial stability 
of the parish, demonstrate steadfast commitment to advancing its various 
activities, and any other favourable contribution to its work. 

9. The appointment of first-degree relatives to the same Ecclesiastical Council is 
prohibited, except in special circumstances requiring the permission of the 
Synod. 

10. In the event of the resignation, dismissal or otherwise departure of a member 
of the Ecclesiastical Council, the Archbishop or the respective Regional Bishop 
appoints a replacement. The tenure of the new member lasts until the end of 
the current three-year term. 

11. The Ecclesiastical Council must submit the financial budget to the Holy 
Archdiocese for approval, no later than two months before the end of each year, 
as well as the parish’s financial report for the year ended, within two months 
of the beginning of the following year. Additionally, it must pay the salaries of 
the parish priests and other church personnel, cover insurance expenses, and 
remit the prescribed annual contribution for the Holy Archdiocese. 

12. The decisions of the Ecclesiastical Council are made by majority vote, with lay 
members prohibited from interfering in the pastoral and liturgical work of the 
clergy. In the event of an equal number of votes, the parish priest (proistamenos) 
has the casting vote, whether he be the President or not. For ma`ers of major 
significance, especially of a financial nature, such as the taking out of a loan or 
the acceptance of a donation, the Ecclesiastical Council, through its President, 
addresses the Archbishop or the respective Regional Bishop who assumes 
responsibility for the ma`er. 

13. Each parish must maintain accounting records for the documentation of 
income and expenses. The parish’s accounting records are subject to being 
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audited by the chartered accountants of the Holy Archdiocese of Australia. 
Additionally, the parish priests must diligently maintain the registers of 
marriages, baptisms and funerals, as well as all the other archives of the parish. 

14. The priests of each parish organise youth groups to promote the catechetical 
work of the Church and the strengthening of the Orthodox culture. 

15. In this Constitution, to the extent permi`ed by law, the term “parish” is 
understood to include also any grouping of persons having a canonical 
dependence on the Holy Archdiocese known as a “community,” whether it 
operates under the legal framework of a company limited by guarantee, or an 
incorporated association, or any other legally structured entity. All rights and 
obligations set forth in this Constitution concerning parishes likewise extend to 
any community within the canonical jurisdiction of the Holy Archdiocese, 
whether it is a company, or an association, or an unincorporated group of 
persons, only to the extent permissible by law. 

 
ARTICLE 20 

Holy Church Buildings 
1. “The pious and God-pleasing construction and restoration… of holy churches and 

sacred dwellings is a work that is useful, necessary, and beneficial. Moreover, it is not 
sufficient merely to show zeal in enclosing them with stones, bricks, and various other 
edifices or enriching them with dedications and other revenues; rather, they must also 
be diligently maintained and preserved for the glory of God. For it is the mark of the 
prudent not only to acquire what is good but also to safeguard and increase it to the 
fullest extent possible” (Dionysius IV, Patriarch of Constantinople). Following this 
spirit, parish priests, members of the Ecclesiastical Councils, and all the faithful 
must a`end to the construction of holy churches, auxiliary buildings, and other 
centres of the parish. Furthermore, they are to ensure the proper maintenance 
and growth of parish property, “as those who will give an account” (Heb. 13:17) 
before God and men. 

2. The church, the auxiliary and all other buildings belonging to a parish 
constitute the property of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia 
Consolidated Trust. These are dedicated to the life of worship and the fulfilling 
of the pastoral needs of the faithful residing within the parish, as well as to the 
support of the parish’s missionary, educational, cultural, and philanthropic 
ministries. 

3.  The erection of an altar, the construction of a church, and any major structural 
intervention in a church building, beyond what is legally prescribed, require 
the wri`en permission granted by the Archbishop following a prior report from 
the Synodal Commi`ee on Church Architecture and Christian Art. 

4. The Archbishop or the relevant Regional Bishop makes a final determination 
on the iconography and the adornment of a church. 

5. Cemetery church buildings are established and function under the 
responsibility of the direct Archiepiscopal District or of the local Regional 
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Dioceses, to serve the pastoral and liturgical needs for the burial of Orthodox 
Christians. 

6. The erection of community churches, or private churches and chapels, is 
prohibited. 

 
ARTICLE 21 

Parish Priests and Lay Ministers in the Church 
1. All clergy, in accordance with the provisions of the sacred Canons, are subject 

to the Archbishop and, through him, to the local Regional Bishop. The clergy 
are to collaborate harmoniously with the Hierarchs in a spirit of obedience, 
which leads to godly freedom, aligning themselves with the Archbishop’s 
pastoral and spiritual precepts. 

2. Priests are appointed by the Archbishop in each parish, according to its pastoral 
needs. The number of parish priests is determined by the Archbishop or the 
respective Regional Bishop, who also designate the proistamenos. 

3. The parish priests must conduct themselves with the modesty befi`ing their 
high office, both within and outside the sacred church building. They must 
foster good collaboration and good relations with each other and with all, 
striving with all their strength for the godly edification of their flock, the good 
order and decorum of the church, and the philanthropic, educational and social 
ministry of the parish. 

4. Parish priests must celebrate the holy Sacraments according to the order 
prescribed in the Euchologion and perform the prescribed sacred services of the 
daily office. Furthermore, they are to teach the Word of God with discernment; 
wholeheartedly a`end to the needs of their flock; and lead philanthropic, social, 
cultural and educational activities, bearing faithful witness to Jesus Christ in 
the world. The Divine Liturgy, the holy Sacraments and all the sacred services 
are conducted according to the liturgical typicon of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate. 

5. The parish priests are obligated to implement what is set forth in the 
Archbishop’s encyclicals that are issued periodically and in special 
circumstances, and to abide by the decisions of the Synod. 

6. The transfer of a clergyman is left to the paternal discretion of the Archbishop 
or of the Hierarch having responsibility over a Regional Diocese, with a view 
to greater benefit the Church’s pastoral ministry. A transfer may also be 
granted upon the submission of a request by the clergyman concerned. The 
Archbishop assumes responsibility for transfers of clergy outside the 
boundaries of the Diocese where they serve. 

7. The dismissal of a clergyman from his administrative position on account of 
old age, ailment or another serious reason, falls under the responsibility of the 
Archbishop, who acts on the wri`en recommendation of the Regional Bishops, 
while maintaining the right of the clergyman concerned to have a prior hearing. 
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8. The remuneration of the parish priests is determined by the Clergy-Laity 
Congress and the relevant civil legislation. 

9. Parish priests who have canonically retired from active ministry receive a 
pension determined in accordance with civil law and the provisions laid down 
by the Synod and the Ecclesiastical Councils of the parishes and communities. 
Retired clergy may assist in the liturgical work of the parishes at the discretion 
of the Archbishop or the local Regional Bishops. 

10. Parish priests take regular annual leave, subject to the prior approval of the 
Archbishop or the respective Regional Bishops, who determine the duration of 
their absence. In the event of a clergyman visiting an ecclesiastical jurisdiction 
outside the Holy Archdiocese of Australia, certification of his unimpeded 
priesthood is issued by the Archbishop. 

11. The sextons, chanters, lay ministers and other personnel of the church are 
legally appointed and remunerated by the Ecclesiastical Council of the parish 
and receive their leave in accordance with the provisions of the law. 

 
VIII. INSTITUTIONS 

 
ARTICLE 22 

Educational Institutions 
1. Within its jurisdiction, the Holy Archdiocese of Australia establishes, organises 

and operates educational institutions dedicated to the cultivation of le`ers and 
the arts, the transmission of Orthodox traditions and the preservation of the 
cultural heritage of the Orthodox people, with a primary emphasis on the 
formation of the younger generation. 

2. These educational institutions are administered by their own administrative 
boards under the supervision of the respective ecclesiastical, State and Federal 
authorities. 

3. St Andrew’s Theological College, recognised by the Federal Department of 
Education as equivalent to other tertiary institutions, operates within the Holy 
Archdiocese of Australia. The Theological College is governed by a specific 
Constitution, approved by the civil authorities, and its Administrative Council, 
chaired by the incumbent Archbishop. 

 
ARTICLE 23 

Charitable Institutions 
1. The Holy Archdiocese of Australia establishes charitable institutions dedicated 

to the care and consolation of those who suffer and are in need. 
2. These institutions are administered by their own administrative boards under 

the supervision of the respective ecclesiastical, State and Federal authorities, in 
accordance with internal regulations that are compliant with applicable laws 
and are approved by the Synod. 
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IX. FAMILY INSTITUTIONS 
 

ARTICLE 24 
Marriage 

 
1. Marriage is a most ancient institution divinely established. As the sacrament of 

the union of man and woman into “one flesh,” and of their bond with Jesus 
Christ, it aims at the God-ordained perfection of the “small church,” that is to 
say, the family, through the exercise of practical life, and the continuation of 
the human race through procreation. 

2. The sacred bond of a husband and wife is simultaneously an icon of the union 
between Christ and the Church (Eph. 5:32). Therefore, the Church’s 
providential concern for the protection of the sanctity of the sacrament of 
marriage and for the pastoral support of the spouses was and remains 
unwavering, especially in our time, when “the institution of the family is 
threatened by such phenomena as secularisation and moral relativism” (Holy 
and Great Council of the Orthodox Church, Crete, 2016). 

3. Prior to the solemnisation of marriage, the responsible clergy are pastorally 
obliged to meet with the future bride and groom in a special session to present 
the Church’s teaching on marriage and offer spiritual guidance for the fruition 
of their married life in Christ. 

4. The requirements for entering into marriage are as follows: 
i. The free and mutual consent of those being wed. 

ii. A wri`en licence issued by the Archbishop following the submission of all 
necessary certificates and legal and supporting documents that a`est to the 
absence of any marital impediments. 

iii. The legal age of eighteen years for both sexes. In cases where one or both 
persons intending to marry are underage, the relevant provisions of the civil 
law apply. 

iv. The solemnisation of the marriage by a canonical Orthodox clergyman, 
according to the liturgical and canonical order of the Church. Participation 
of non-Orthodox clergy in the sacramental rite is prohibited. 

v. The performance of a civil marriage in accordance with civil laws. If the civil 
marriage has not been conducted previously before the authorised civil 
authorities, the clergyman is required to carry out the civil marriage 
procedure at the celebration of the rite of matrimony. Only clergy registered 
by the State may sign and carry out this procedure. 

vi. The absence of any canonical impediment. 
5. According to the sacred Canons, the solemnisation of a marriage is prohibited: 

i. Between an Orthodox Christian and a non-Christian. 
ii. For a clergyman after ordination and a monastic after tonsure. 

iii. By reason of an existing legal marriage or three previous marriages, 
regardless of the manner in which they were officiated. 
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iv. Due to consanguinity (kinship by blood) in the direct line without 
limitation, and in the collateral line up to and including the fourth degree. 

v. Due to affinity (kinship by marriage) in the direct line without limitation, 
and in the collateral line up to and including the third degree. 

vi. Between siblings of a married couple. 
vii. Due to spiritual kinship, that is, between the godparent and the godchild or 

their parents, with the impediment applicable to both sexes. 
viii. Due to kinship by adoption between the adopter or his or her spouse or 

their ascendants and descendants, and the adoptee or his or her spouse or 
their ascendants and descendants. 

6. A marriage between an Orthodox and a non-Orthodox Christian is permi`ed, 
provided that the la`er has been baptised in the name of the Holy Trinity and 
confesses the faith according to the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed. The 
sacrament must be performed by a canonical Orthodox clergyman. In this case, 
the other relevant provisions of the present Article remain applicable. It is 
strongly recommended, for both pastoral and spiritual reasons, that the 
Orthodox spouse ensures that the children from the marriage are baptised into 
the Orthodox Church and takes care for their spiritual upbringing within it. 

7. The baptism of under-age children into the Orthodox Church may take place 
irrespective of the spiritual status, faith or religion of their parents, subject to 
the legal provisions on religious freedom and parental consent. 

8. The impediment of marriage due to affinity remains in force, subsequent to any 
form of dissolution of a marriage. The same impediment of marriage applies 
even after the dissolution or annulment of an adoption. 

9. A marriage contracted under deception or coercion or fraud is subject to 
annulment; however, barring canonical impediments, it may be recognised as 
valid provided that the spouses, with full knowledge of the facts, acknowledge 
it both legally and practically. The annulment is enacted by decree of the 
Archbishop. 

10. The solemnisation of a marriage which contravenes a canonical or legal 
impediment is prohibited. The clergyman who knowingly performs such a 
marriage is held accountable before the Church and is liable to the prescribed 
canonical penalties. 

11. The rite of betrothal is celebrated together with the marriage service. A 
clergyman may bless an engagement with a simple prayer. 

12. The solemnisation of adoption is not permi`ed. 
13. Marriages must be conducted within an Orthodox church. 
14. Marriages are not to be conducted during the period of Holy and Great Lent or 

any other day of strict fasting. 
15. Ma`ers concerning marriage requiring pastoral economy are considered on a 

case-by-case basis by the Synod, taking in to account also the decisions of the 
Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 
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16. Certificates issued for use by canonical ecclesiastical authorities outside the 
Holy Archdiocese of Australia must be signed by the respective parish priest 
and certified by the Archbishop. 

17. The solemnisation of a second marriage for a clergyman is permi`ed only by 
the exercise of extreme economy in accordance with the decisions of the Holy 
and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. The relevant case file is 
prepared and ratified by the Synod and then duly submi`ed to the Holy and 
Sacred Synod for final opinion and decision. 

 
ARTICLE 25 

Divorce 
1. The spiritual dissolution of marriage, granted on the basis of a lawful cause, is 

conferred by the Archbishop upon the petition of one or both of the estranged 
spouses, in the spirit of ecclesiastical economy, that is, with an understanding 
of human frailty. 

2. The Church, ever bound to its sacred duty to adhere to the immutable 
command of the Lord, “Therefore what God has joined together, let no one 
separate” (Ma`. 19:6), requires that, prior to granting the spiritual dissolution 
of marriage, the Hierarch of the region, wherein the spouses jointly reside, 
endeavours to reconcile the estranged couple. This a`empt at reconciliation, 
which may be entrusted to another experienced clergyman designated by the 
local Hierarch, must be undertaken with due diligence and with a profound 
sense of pastoral responsibility toward the spouses and their children. 

3. Both spouses must be present for the a`empt at reconciliation. If it is impossible 
for one of the spouses to be present, or should one of them refuse to appear or 
show indifference, the competent Bishop may proceed with the spiritual 
dissolution of the marriage without the a`empt at reconciliation. 

4. In the event that the marital bond has suffered irreparable breakdown, 
rendering the a`empt at reconciliation futile, and provided that a civil divorce 
has been issued by the courts of Australia or another country, either both or one 
of the divorced spouses, submits the official copies of the provisional decree 
(decree nisi) and the final decree of divorce (decree absolute) to the Hierarch of 
the region wherein they jointly resided, in order to obtain the spiritual 
dissolution of the marriage from the competent ecclesiastical tribunal. 

5. The legal consequences of divorce, such as ma`ers concerning custody, 
visitation rights with underage children, alimony, and the se`lement of all 
property-related affairs, are governed by applicable civil legislation. 

6. The spiritual dissolution of marriage applies equally to both spouses, 
regardless of whether one of them has refrained from participating in the 
petition for the dissolution of the marriage. 

7. For the solemnisation of a new marriage by either or both of the divorcees, their 
prior marriage must be spiritually dissolved by an authorised Orthodox 
ecclesiastical authority. 



22 
 

8. Clergymen who wish to issue a le`er of commendation regarding the moral 
character of one of the divorced parties for use in divorce proceedings, or in 
ma`ers of financial compensation, or alimony, must obtain prior wri`en 
approval from the Archbishop or the competent Bishops. 

 
ARTICLE 26 

Reconstitution of Marriage 
The reconstitution of a marriage previously dissolved ecclesiastically is 
conducted, with the permission of the Archbishop, through the celebration of 
the prescribed Service in the Euchologion, provided that no other marriage 
exists, regardless of the manner in which it was contracted, and that no other 
impediment is present. Before the marriage is reconstituted ecclesiastically, the 
spouses must effect its civil reconstitution. 

 
X. ECCLESIASTICAL TRIBUNALS 

 
ARTICLE 27 

Principles of Ecclesiastical Justice 
1. The administration of ecclesiastical justice is founded upon the authority which 

the Apostles received from the Lord, an authority further defined and 
established through the decisions of the Church’s synodal bodies, especially 
those of the Ecumenical Councils. Accordingly, the Hierarchs, as successors of 
the Apostles, bear the responsibility of adjudicating all forms of transgressions 
against canonical ordinances and prohibitions, as well as resolving disputes of 
an ecclesiastical nature arising among the Christian faithful. In fulfilling this 
duty, they must align themselves with the synodal and patristic precepts 
regarding the administration of a fair trial, with the ultimate aim of “healing 
souls” and “remedying passions” (see canon 2 of the Council in Trullo). 

2. Therefore, “the judge, namely, the Hierarch, must imitate the righteous Judge 
and great High Priest, our Lord Jesus Christ, and be compassionate toward all; 
free of vindictiveness and wrath; impartial and impervious to bribery; just, and 
not readily or blindly swayed by false accusations and slander. For to be 
credulous and easily persuaded, that is, to accept what opposes the good, is 
unjust; for many are often wrongfully punished because the judge fails to 
examine the case thoroughly. [...] The most venerable monk Antiochus, author 
of the Pandects, declares that those who seek to judge with justice must first 
entreat God for wisdom and understanding, that they may discern justice from 
injustice, render righteous judgement, and commit no injustice against anyone” 
(Nikolaos Malaxos, Nomocanon). 

3. According to the Apostle Paul, “If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by 
the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, competing against one another, envying 
one another. My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have 
received the Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care 
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that you yourselves are not tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and in this 
way you will fulfill the law of Christ” (Gal. 5:25–6:2). 

 
ARTICLE 28 

The Ecclesiastical Instruments of Justice 
1. The Archbishop 

i. According to the sacred Canons, the Archbishop possesses the competency 
to adjudicate ecclesiastical offences of lesser significance commi`ed by 
Bishops under his jurisdiction, as well as by other clergy, monastics, and 
laypersons. He may impose upon Bishops the penalties of reprimand, 
censure, or restriction of their responsibilities; upon other clergy, penalties 
including suspension for up to six months, reprimand, and removal of one’s 
honorific ecclesiastical title (offikion); upon monastics, the penalty of 
deprivation of the Holy Eucharist and removal of the right to participate in 
the Monastery’s administrative bodies; upon laypersons, the deprivation of 
the Holy Eucharist, and for lay officials, the removal from ecclesiastical 
office. 

ii. The Archbishop also possesses the canonical competency to review the 
decisions of the disciplinary bodies of the Holy Monasteries.  

iii. The judicial decisions of the Archbishop are communicated to the Bishops 
who are members of the Synod. 

iv. The duties of Secretary are to be performed by the clergyman appointed by 
the Archbishop. 

2. The Episcopal Tribunal 
i. In each Diocese, a three-member Episcopal Tribunal is established, 

composed of the Regional Bishop as President ex officio, along with two 
experienced clergymen, knowledgeable in canon law, as regular members, 
serving a term of three years. These members, with an equal number of 
alternates, are appointed by the Synod upon the recommendation of the 
competent Bishop from the list of clergy of the respective Diocese. In the 
event that no suitable and qualified clergymen can be found within a 
particular Diocese, the Synod, in its designated session, appoints clergymen 
from another Diocese to complete the Episcopal Tribunal. All members of 
the Episcopal Tribunal possess a determining vote.  

ii. The Episcopal Tribunal adjudicates ecclesiastical offences that warrant, for 
presbyters and deacons, the penalty of suspension for up to one year; and 
for monastics and laypersons, the deprivation of the Holy Eucharist and the 
removal of their ecclesiastical office. 

iii. Regarding decisions issued by the Episcopal Tribunal, its President may 
request a retrial by the Synodal Tribunal, by submi`ing a relevant 
memorandum to the Archbishop, particularly when new evidence emerges 
in a case. 
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iv. The Episcopal Tribunal renders decisions regarding the spiritual 
dissolution of marriage, provided the marriage has been dissolved in 
accordance with the provisions of the civil courts. 

v. The judicial decisions of the Episcopal Tribunal must be communicated to 
the Archbishop by its President, who may, at his discretion, refer the 
decisions to the next session of the Synod. 

vi. Those judged by the Episcopal Tribunal may file an appeal before the 
Synodal Tribunal within five working days from the date they are notified 
of the decision. 

vii. The duties of Secretary are performed by an experienced clergyman, who 
is appointed by the President of the Episcopal Tribunal from among the 
clergy of the corresponding Diocese. 

3. The Synodal Tribunal 
i. The Synodal Tribunal is composed of the Archbishop as President, and all 

the members of the Synod. If the Archbishop is unable to preside, the 
Synodal Tribunal is convened and presided over by a Bishop designated by 
the Archbishop in writing. 

ii. The Synodal Tribunal adjudicates cases of ecclesiastical offences and 
imposes upon presbyters and deacons the penalty of temporary 
suspension; upon abbots removal from their abbacy; and upon laypersons 
the penalty of exclusion from ecclesiastical communion (akoinonisia). 

iii. In cases wherein the Synodal Tribunal deems that the canonical offences of 
a clergyman warrant the penalty of defrocking, it compiles the relevant case 
file, which the Archbishop submits to the Holy and Sacred Synod of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate for final adjudication. 

iv. Concerning Bishops, the Synodal Tribunal is able to impose a suspension 
of up to three months. For offences warranting penalties exceeding three 
months of suspension, dismissal, or defrocking, the Synodal Tribunal 
compiles the relevant case file, which the Archbishop submits to the Holy 
and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate for final adjudication. 

v. The Synodal Tribunal adjudicates, in the second instance, appeals against 
decisions of the local Episcopal Tribunals. In such instances, the Bishop who 
adjudicated the case in the first instance does not participate in the 
deliberations regarding the appeal. 

vi. The Synodal Tribunal may convene in extraordinary circumstances, upon 
the invitation of the Archbishop, without prior adjudication of a case by the 
Episcopal Tribunal. 

vii. The duties of Secretary are performed by the Chief Secretary of the Holy 
Eparchial Synod, being substituted by its Deputy Secretary. 

 
ARTICLE 29 

Special Procedural Provisions 
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1. The decisions of ecclesiastical tribunals are reached by majority vote. In the case 
of an equal number of votes, the judgment most lenient toward the accused 
prevails. 

2. The imposition of a penalty is not justified without the prior hearing of the 
accused by the competent Episcopal or Synodal Tribunal. If the accused refuses 
to appear, judgement is rendered in absentia.  

3. Multiple penalties are not to be imposed for the same offence, according to the 
dictum “you shall not punish a man twice for the same offence” (Nahum 1:9 
LXX; canon 25 of the Apostles). 

4. Any higher judicial body may impose penalties not enforced by a lower 
instrument of justice. 

 
ARTICLE 30 

Territorial Jurisdiction of Ecclesiastical Tribunals 
1. Ecclesiastical offences commi`ed by clergy, monastics, and lay members of the 

Holy Archdiocese of Australia, fall under the territorial jurisdiction of its 
ecclesiastical tribunals, regardless of where the offence was commi`ed. 

2. Canonical offences commi`ed within the territorial boundaries of the Holy 
Archdiocese of Australia by clergy, monastics, or laypersons belonging to 
another ecclesiastical jurisdiction, are adjudicated by the Synodal Tribunal in 
Australia. 

3. In cases of concurrent territorial jurisdiction between equally competent 
tribunals, preference is given to the tribunal before which the accused was first 
summoned for examination. 

 
ARTICLE 31 
Investigators 

1. The President of the Episcopal Tribunal, depending on the gravity of the case 
under examination, appoints two investigators, along with their substitutes, 
from among the learned clergy who are versed in canon law. 

2. In the case of the Synodal Tribunal, the regular members of the three-member 
investigative body, along with their substitutes, are appointed by the Synod 
from among the learned clergy of the Holy Archdiocese who are versed in 
canon law. 

3. In cases where the accused is a Hierarch, the investigation is entrusted to a 
Hierarch chosen from among the members of the Synod. 

 
ARTICLE 32 

Administrative Measure 
In the event that there are sufficient indications of an ecclesiastical or criminal offence 
commi`ed by a Bishop, particularly if it has caused significant scandal, the Synod, by 
a two-thirds majority vote of its members, shall relieve him of his duties until a final 
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judicial decision is issued. The Archbishop, acting accordingly, may take the same 
measure in the case of presbyters and deacons. 

 
ARTICLE 33 

Ecclesiastical Legal Procedure 
 

The principles and process for the administration of ecclesiastical justice are 
thoroughly defined in special Regulations on Ecclesiastical Legal Procedure, 
approved by the Synod. 

 
XI. FINAL PROVISIONS 

 
ARTICLE 34 

Validity and Amendment of the Present Constitution 
1. The present Constitution, consisting of thirty-five (35) articles, structured into 

eleven (11) chapters, having been submi`ed by His Eminence Archbishop 
Makarios of Australia, is approved and ratified by His All Holiness Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew and the Holy and Sacred Synod around him, and comes 
into immediate effect. 

2. This Constitution may be amended, in whole or in part, by the Holy and Sacred 
Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, following a proposal submi`ed by the 
Synod through the Archbishop, in accordance with the provisions of the sacred 
Canons. 

 
ARTICLE 35 

Languages of the Constitution 
The present Constitution is issued in the Greek language and in an official English 
translation. Both texts are of equal validity. 
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APPENDIX 
Geographical Boundaries of the Holy Dioceses. 

Parishes and Monasteries 
 

1. The boundaries of the direct Archiepiscopal District, with its seat in Sydney, 
extend throughout the State of New South Wales, except for the areas that 
belong to the Holy Diocese of Canberra. 
In particular, the following parishes lie within the direct Archiepiscopal 
District: Cathedral of the Annunciation, Redfern; Church of Sts Constantine 
and Helen, Newtown; Church of St Sophia and her Daughters Faith, Hope and 
Love, Taylor Square; Church of the Wisdom of God, Paddington; Holy Trinity 
Church Surry Hills; Church of the Dormition, Redfern; Church of St George, 
Rose Bay; Church of St Ioannis, Parrama`a; Church of St Spyridon, Kingsford; 
Church of St Nicholas, Marrickville; Church of St Gerasimos, Leichhardt; 
Church of St Euphemia, Bankstown; Church of St Michael, Crows Nest; Church 
of All Saints, Belmore; Church of the Resurrection of our Saviour, Kogarah; 
Church of St Nectarios, Burwood; Church of St Andrew, Gladesville; Church 
of St Catherine, Mascot; Church of Sts Raphael, Nicholas and Irene, Liverpool; 
Church of St Stephanos, Hurlstone Park; Church of the Transfiguration of our 
Lord, Earlwood; Church of Sts Paraskeve and Barbara, Blacktown; Church of 
St Demetrios, St Marys, Church of St Stylianos, Gymea; Church of St Therapon, 
Thornleigh; Church of St Athanasios, Rookwood Cemetery; Church of the Holy 
Cross, Wollongong; Church of St Nektarios, Wollongong; Church of the Holy 
Apostles, Newcastle; Church of Panagia Myrtidiotissa, Dubbo; Church of St 
Dionysios, Central Mangrove; Church of St Demetrius, Tamworth; Church of 
St Haralambos, Tuggerah; Church of St Savvas, Banksia; Church of Sts Basil 
and George, Newcastle, and Orange Greek Orthodox Community (no Church) 
and Broken Hill Greek Orthodox Community (no Church). 
The holy monasteries of the direct Archiepiscopal District are as follows: St 
George of the Mountain Monastery (male), the Holy Monastery of Panagia 
Pantanassa (male), and the Holy Monastery of the Holy Cross (female). 

2. The boundaries of the Holy Diocese of Canberra, with its seat in Canberra, 
extend throughout the entire Australian Capital Territory, the State of 
Tasmania, and the southern and western regions of the State of New South 
Wales. 
In particular, the following parishes lie within the Holy Diocese of Canberra: 
Church of St Nicholas, Canberra; Church of St Demetrius, Queanbeyan; Church 
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of St Panteleimon, Goulburn; Church of St John the Foreunner, Jervis Bay; 
Church of St John, Old Erowal Bay; Church of the Dormition of Theotokos, 
Wagga Wagga; Church of Archangels, Albury; Church of St George, South 
Hobart, Holy Trinity Church, Hobart; Church of the Dormition of Our Lady, 
Launceston. 

3. The boundaries of the Holy Diocese of Melbourne, with its seat in Melbourne, 
lie south of the River Yarra, that is beyond it in the State of Victoria. 
More specifically, the following parishes lie within the Holy Diocese of 
Melbourne: Church of St Eustathios, South Melbourne; Church of The 
Annunciation of our Lady, East Melbourne, Holy Trinity Church, Richmond; 
Church of St John, Carlton North; Church of St Demetrius, Prahran; Church of 
Sts Constantine and Helen, South Yarra; Church of St Catherine, East Malvern; 
Church of Saints Anargyri, Oakleigh; Church of Archangels, Parkdale; Church 
of The Dormition of our Lady, North Altona; Church of the Holy Cross, Box 
Hill; Church of St Panteleimon, Dandenong; Church of Theofania, Frankston; 
Church of the Three Hierarchs, Clayton; Church of St Athanasius, Springvale; 
Church of Sts Raphael, Nicholas and Irene, Bentleigh; Church of the 
Presentation of our Lady to the Temple, North Balwyn; Church of St Andrew, 
Forest Hill, St Haralambos, Templestowe; Church of St Spyridon, Clayton 
South; Church of the Dormition of our Lady, Morwell; Church of The 
Dormition of our Lady, Bell Park, Holy Cemetery Church of The Resurrection 
of St Lazarus, Dandenong South; Church of The Holy Virgin’s Protection, South 
Yarra. 
Within the boundaries of the Diocese of Melbourne are the following holy 
monasteries: The Holy Monastery of Panagia Gorgoepikoos (female) and the 
Holy Monastery of Panagia Kamariani (pilgrimage site). 

4. The boundaries of the Holy Diocese of Perth, with its seat in Perth, extend 
throughout the State of Western Australia. 
In particular, the following parishes lie within the Holy Diocese of Perth: 
Church of St Nektarios, Dianella, Holy Chapel of St John the Theologian, 
Prevelly; Church of Sts Constantine and Helen, Northbridge; Church of The 
Annunciation of our Lady, West Perth; Church of St Nicholas, Bunbury; Church 
of Archangels Michael and Gabriel, Geraldton; Church of the Pantocrator, 
Perth. 
Within the boundaries of the Diocese of Perth is the Holy Monastery of St John 
the Forerunner of the Mountain (male). 

5. The boundaries of the Holy Diocese of Adelaide, with its seat in Adelaide, 
extend throughout the State of South Australia and the Northern Territory. 
In particular, the following parishes lie within the Holy Diocese of Adelaide: 
Church of St Sophia (The Wisdom of God), Bowden; Church of the Holy Cross, 
Glenelg North; Church of  St Panteleimon, Glenelg North; Church of Prophet 
Elias, Norwood; Church of St Spyridon, Unley; Church of St George, 
Thebarton; Church of The Nativity of Christ, Port Adelaide; Church of St 
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Anthony, Prospect; Church of St Demetrios, Salisbury; Church of St Andrew, 
Noarlunga; Church of Sts Raphael, Nicholas and Irene, Athelstone; Church of 
St Sophrony of Essex, Hectorville; Church of St George, Port Pirie; Church of 
Sts Constantine and Helen, Whyalla; Church of St Demetrius, Berri North; 
Church of The Dormition of our Lady, Berri; Church of Saints Constantine and 
Helen, Renmark; Church of St Nicholas, Wallaroo; Church of St Nicholas, 
Thevenard; Church of  St John, Port Augusta; Church of St Nicholas, Coober 
Pedy; Church of St Nicholas, Darwin; Church of St Savvas of Kalymnos, 
Palmerston, Mt. Gambier Greek Orthodox Community (no Church building), 
Port Lincoln Greek Orthodox Community (no Holy Church), Alice Springs 
Greek Orthodox Community (no Holy Church), Tennant Creek Church 
Community (no Church building). 
Within the Diocese of Adelaide is the Monastery of St Nectarios (Pilgrimage 
site). 

6. The boundaries of the Holy Diocese of Brisbane, with its seat in Brisbane, 
extend throughout the State of Queensland and the State of Papua New Guinea. 
In particular, the following parishes lie within the Holy Diocese of Brisbane: 
Church of St George, South Brisbane; Church of The Dormition of our Lady, 
Mt. Grava`; Church of St Paraskevi, Taigum; Church of St Anna, Gold Coast; 
Church of St John the Baptist, Redlynch; Church of The Dormition of our Lady, 
Innisfail; Church of Sts Theodore, Townsville; Church of St Stephen, Home 
Hill; Church of St Nectarios, Rockhampton; Church of St Nicholas, 
Toowoomba, Mackay Greek Orthodox Community (no Holy Church), Biloela 
Greek Orthodox Community (no Holy Church), Gladstone Greek Orthodox 
Community (no Holy Church), Sunshine Coast Greek Orthodox Community 
(no Holy Church); Mount Isa Greek Orthodox Community (no Holy Church); 
and Hervey Bay Greek Orthodox Community (no Holy Church). 

7. The boundaries of the Holy Diocese of Chora, with its seat at Northcote, lie 
above the River Yarra, namely north of it in the State of Victoria. 
More specifically, the following parishes lie within the Holy Diocese of New 
Chora: Church of the Holy Trinity, Footscray; Church of St Eleftherios, 
Brunswick; Church of St George, Thornbury; Church of St Dimitrios,Moonee 
Ponds; Church of St Nicholas, Yarraville; Church of St Anthony, Sunshine West; 
Church of St Vasilios, Brunswick, Church of Sts Cyril and Methodius, Preston; 
Church of St Nektarios, Fawkner; Church of Sts Paraskeve, John the Merciful 
and Barbara, St Albans; Church of the Transfiguration of our Lord, Lalor -
Thomastown; Church of The Presentation of our Lord, Coburg; Church of 
Panagia Soumela, Keilor East; Church of St Andrew the Apostle, Sunshine 
West; Church of St George, Shepparton; Church of The Annunciation of the 
Virgin Mary, Mildura; Church of The Dormition of our Lady, Bendigo, Church 
of St Nicholas, Ballarat; Church of Panagia Myrtidiotissa, Wangara`a; Church 
of Panagia Eleousa, Bacchus Marsh; Church of St George, Robinvale. 
In the Diocese of Chora is the Holy Monastery of Axion Estin. 
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The present Constitution of the Holy Archdiocese of Australia, having been read at 
the session of the Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople held on the 29th of August 2024, was approved both in whole and in 
part, together with its Appendix, and was ratified by His All-His Holiness Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople and the Holy and Sacred Synod around 
him. 

In the year of our Lord 2024, in the month of August (29) 
Indictio II 

Bartholomew of Constantinople does hereby decree 
 

+Sotirios of Canada +Makarios of Aenea  
+Theodoritos of Laodicea +Evgenios of Crete  
+Ambrosios of Korea +Nathanael of Kos and Nisyros  
+Arsenios of Austria +Apostolos of New Jersey  
+Chrysostomos of Symi +Nathanael of Chicago  
+Prodromos of Rethymno and Avlopotamos +Theodoros of Seleucia 
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Constitution  
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia  

Glossary of Orthodox Ecclesiastical Terms  
A 
Abbot: The male superior of a monastery. 

Absentia: Latin term meaning "in absence." In a legal context, it refers to a judgment 
rendered when the accused is not present. 

Administrative Council of St Andrew’s Theological College: The governing body 
overseeing St. Andrew’s Theological College, an educational institution within the 
Archdiocese. 

Akoinonisia: Exclusion from ecclesiastical communion. 

Akribeia (exactitude): Strict adherence to canonical rules and regulations. 

Antimension: A consecrated cloth placed on the altar during the Divine Liturgy, 
signed by a bishop, and essential for the valid celebration of the Eucharist. 

Archbishop: The highest-ranking bishop in an archdiocese. In this document, the 
Archbishop of Australia is the head of the Holy Archdiocese. 

Archdiocesan Council: An advisory body to the Archbishop, composed of clergy 
and lay members, that assists in the administration of the Archdiocese. 

Archdiocese: An ecclesiastical territory under the jurisdiction of an archbishop. In 
this context, the Holy Archdiocese of Australia is a major administrative division of 
the Greek Orthodox Church in Australia. 

Assistant Bishops: Bishops who assist the Archbishop or Regional Bishops in their 
duties. 

C 

Canon Law: The body of laws and regulations made by ecclesiastical authority, 
governing the Christian Church. 

Canon(s): Ecclesiastical laws or rules enacted by church councils, recognized by the 
orthodox church. 
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Canonical Impediment: A legal or religious obstacle that prevents a marriage or 
other ecclesiastical act from being performed. 

Canonical Leave of Absence: Permission granted by ecclesiastical authority for a 
member of the clergy to be absent from their duties for a legitimate reason. 

Canonical Prerogatives: Rights and privileges granted by church law. 

Canonical: Relating to the canons or laws of the church. In this context, it refers to 
actions, practices, or statuses that are in accordance with the rules and regulations of 
the Orthodox Church. 

Catalogue of those eligible for election to the Episcopacy: A list of eligible 
unmarried clergy who can be elected to become Bishops. 

Chancellor: A high-ranking administrative officer within the Archdiocese, typically 
a clergyman, who manages administrative affairs. 

Chantor: A singer in a church choir. 

Cheirothesia: The rite of conferring a clerical office, such as reader or subdeacon, by 
the laying on of hands. 

Clergy-Laity Congress: A formal assembly of clergy and lay members of the 
Archdiocese to discuss and decide on maPers of importance to the Church. 

Consolidated Trust: A legal entity that manages the financial and property assets of 
the Holy Archdiocese of Australia. 

Constitution: The fundamental principles and established precedents according to 
which a state or organization is acknowledged to be governed. In this case the rules 
that govern the Holy Archdiocese of Australia. 

Corporation Sole: A legal entity consisting of a single officeholder. In this context, 
the Archbishop is recognized by civil authorities as a legal entity. 

D 
Decree Absolute: The final legal document that ends a marriage. 

Decree Nisi: A provisional court order that a divorce will be granted unless a good 
reason not to is produced. 

Defrocking: The removal of a clergyman from their clerical office. 

Dictum: A formal or authoritative statement or pronouncement. 
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Diocese: An ecclesiastical district under the supervision of a bishop. The Holy 
Archdiocese of Australia is divided into several regional dioceses. 

Dispensation (oikonomia): A departure from strict canonical application in specific 
circumstances, for pastoral reasons. 

Divine Liturgy: The principal liturgical service of the Eastern Orthodox Church, 
centered around the Eucharist. 

 

E 

Ecclesiastical Council: The governing body of a parish, composed of the parish 
priest and lay members. 

Ecclesiastical Ethos: The moral and spiritual character or disposition associated with 
the Church. 

Ecclesiastical Tribunal: An ecclesiastical court. 

Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople: The primary see of the Eastern 
Orthodox Church, headed by the Ecumenical Patriarch. 

Enthronement: The formal installation of a bishop or archbishop in their see. 

Eparchial Synod: The Holy Eparchial Synod, the main governing body of the 
Archdiocese. 

Eparchy: Synonym for diocese. 

Episcopacy: The office or dignity of a bishop. 

Episcopal Tribunal: An ecclesiastical court at the diocesan level, presided over by a 
bishop. 

Episcopal: Relating to bishops. 

Euchologion: A liturgical book containing the rites and services of the Eastern 
Orthodox Church. 

Exarch: A representative of a patriarch, in this case, the Ecumenical Patriarch. 

G 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia Consolidated Trust: A legal entity that 
manages the financial and property assets of the Holy Archdiocese of Australia. 
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H 
Heterodox: Relating to beliefs or practices that differ from those of the Orthodox 
Church. 

Hierarch: A bishop. 

Holy Eparchial Synod: The governing body of the Holy Archdiocese of Australia, 
consisting of the Archbishop and the Regional Bishops. 

I 

Iconography: The traditional religious painting and decorations that adorn 
Orthodox churches. 

Investigators: Persons appointed to conduct inquiries or examinations, especially 
into suspected offenses. 

L 

Ladies Philoptochos: A philanthropic organization within the Church, dedicated to 
charitable works. 

Lay Ministers: Non-ordained persons that assist in the church services. 

LXX: Abbreviation for the Septuagint, the Greek version of the Hebrew Bible. 

M 
Mega Minima: A great message. In this context, the official proclamation and 
acceptance of an election to the episcopacy. 

Metropolis: A major diocese, or the seat of a metropolitan bishop. In this document 
the Holy Archdiocese of Australia was previously named the Holy Metropolis of 
Australia. 

Monastic Tonsure: The rite of cutting hair, that signifies entry into the monastic 
state. 

Monastics: Persons living in a monastery under religious vows. 

Mother Church: A term used to refer to the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople. 
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N 
Nomocanon: A collection of ecclesiastical law. 

Novitiate: A period of probation for those entering a religious order. 

O 
Offikion: An honorific ecclesiastical title. 

Ordination: The rite of conferring holy orders, such as deacon, priest, or bishop. 

Orthodox: Relating to the Eastern Orthodox Church. 

P 

Parish Priest (Proistamenos): The priest in charge of a parish. 

Patriarchal and Synodal Tome: A formal ecclesiastical document issued by a 
patriarch and a synod (council of bishops). 

Patriarchal Vicar: A bishop appointed by the Ecumenical Patriarch to administer an 
archdiocese during a vacancy. 

Pentecostarion: The liturgical book used in the Eastern Orthodox Church during the 
period from Pascha (Easter) to Pentecost. 

R 
Regional Bishops: Bishops who oversee specific regions or dioceses within the Holy 
Archdiocese of Australia. 

Repose: A formal ecclesiastical term for the death of a member of the clergy. 

S 
Sacrament: A religious rite or ceremony that is regarded as imparting divine grace. 

Sexton: A person who looks after a church and its contents. 

Stavropegial Monasteries: Monasteries that are under the direct jurisdiction of a 
Patriarch. 

Synaxis: A clerical assembly or gathering. 

Synod: A council of church officials. 
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Synodal Committee on Church Architecture and Christian Art: A committee of the 
Holy Eparchial Synod that oversees the construction and decoration of churches. 

Synodal CommiQees: CommiPees formed by the Holy Eparchial Synod to address 
specific areas of concern within the Archdiocese. 

Synodal Tribunal: An ecclesiastical court at the archdiocesan level, presided over by 
the Archbishop and the Holy Eparchial Synod. 

Synthronon: The throne of a bishop. 

T 

Territorial Jurisdiction: The authority of a court or legal body to hear and determine 
cases within a specific geographic area. 

Triprosopon: A list of three candidates presented to the Holy and Sacred Synod of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate for the election of a bishop. 

Typica: Monastic rules and regulations. 

Typicon: A liturgical book that contains directions for the order of services. 

V 

Vicar: A person who acts in place of another, in this context a bishop acting in place 
of the archbishop within a region. 

Vicar-General: A bishop who acts with the authority of the Archbishop in a region. 
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